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Dear Parents/carers,

Please take the time to have a look and visit some of the useful links we have provided on our school webpage.
https://haughmondfed.net/parents/e-safety-and-useful-websites-for-parents/

For Parents - Talking to your Child about Online Safety

It's the area that a lot of parents struggle with yet it is the single most important aspect for any child of any age -
continuing conversations with children to mitigate risk, including topics that can be very difficult to approach.
The NSPCC has some wonderful resources for parents including age-appropriate conversations and topics, top
tips, quizzes and more.

You can find all the resources listed at the link below:-
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety

For Parents - Misleading App and Game Age Ratings

For some time it has been well known that age ratings within stores (e.g. Apple Store, Google Play) have been
very misleading and don't reflect that actual age requirements of the app or, occasionally, the game. For example
in the Google Play store WhatsApp is rated at PEGI 3 - it isn't even a game! Not only is this confusing for parents,
it can also be very confusing for younger children who may think they can download and use the app.

Please see the link to the press release below to make you aware of the above.
https://5rightsfoundation.com/apple-and-google-expose-children-to-data-privacy-breaches-through-misleading-
app-age-ratings/

For Parents - Managing In-Game Spending
In-game spending can be problematic with some children and young people. The urgency to level up, to look
unique, to be better than your friends, and to top all this off the persuasive techniques that games companies
use. Internet Matters have an excellent guide for parents which includes:

e How do children spend money while gaming.

e How does in-game currency work.

e The benefits and risks

e Supporting resources, and more.
You can view the guide in the link below:-
How to manage in-game spending: Parents guide | Internet Matters

For Parents - A Guide to navigating Social Media Safely
This is a fantastic guide from the Centre for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH), it goes into lots of detail and | hope
parents will find it interesting and useful. The guide goes into areas such as:
e How social media platforms and algorithms operate.
e The various types of harms that children may experience.
e Practical advice and guidance.
e Supporting resources.
You can download the guide in the link below:-
CCDH-2024-Parents-guide-FINAL-1.pdf
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For Parents - A Guide to You Tube.

YouTube is one of the most popular platforms, available across many different devices - phones, tablets and
Smart TVS etc. YouTube is intended for users over the age of 13, however, younger children can still access
YouTube with consent from a parent/ guardian. There are different options available to access YouTube,
depending on your child’s age:

1. YouTube Kids —a separate app that includes a smaller selection of videos based on the age category you
select: Preschool (ages 4 and under), Younger (ages 5-8) or Older (ages 9-12).

2. Supervised accounts — a parent-managed version of YouTube that allows you to control the content your
child can access. You can select one of the following options: e Explore - Generally for viewers aged 9+. o
Explore more - Generally for viewers aged 13+ e Most of YouTube - This setting includes almost
everything except for videos marked as 18+. Find out more click on the link —

Understand your choices as a family - YouTube Help
3. What do | need to be aware of?
Whilst YouTube can be educational and fun, it is important to be aware of the potential risks, such as:
e |[nappropriate content
e Excessive Screentime — particularly due to the autoplay feature.
e Unwanted contact / cyberbullying — particularly via comments if your child is sharing videos.
e Algorithms — algorithms influence what we see to keep us engaged. This can lead to a user being
exposed to large amounts of content about one topic/theme, which may not be helpful if it is negative.
e Adverts that may not be aimed at or suitable for your child’s age.
4. What canldo?
e Set up appropriate parental controls.
e Show your child the reporting and blocking tools available.
e Watch YouTube together or supervise use.
Click on the link for more information - YouTube parental controls guide | Internet Matters

Managing digital Spending -
Managing Digital Spending Parent Zone have created a guide to help teach your child how to manage their online
spending. You can read it here: Managing Digital Spending: A Guide for Parents | Parent Zone

New Apple update:-

iOS 26 Apple have released their new operating system —iOS 26. Protect Young Eyes have published an article
detailing the changes relating to your child’s safety, including content filtering in Safari. Find out more here:
Everything Parent's Need to Know about iOS 26 | Protect Young Eyes

| hope the above links are useful and support you and your child with online safety at home.
Please feel free to get in touch to let us know if these newsletters are useful.

Kind regards
Mrs P Bentley
Computing Coordinator
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