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July 2026
Dear Parents/Carers

Please take the time to have a look and visit some of the useful links we have provided on
our school webpage.

E-Safety and Useful Websites for Parents - Haughmond Schools
I hope the above links are useful and support you and your child with online safety at

home.

For Parents - Your Child's Digital Footprint

What is a digital footprint? Basically, it's the trail we all create online whenever we visit a web page,
buy something, scroll social media and everything else we do online. It's an important aspect to
understand for lots of reasons such as privacy, reputation, advertising, risks of harm and much
more. Internet Matters have a really good explainer article covering what a digital footprint is, what
we mean by an active footprint, why it matters and much more.
Link: Internet Matters - What you need to know about your child's digital footprint.

For Parents - Find the Right Words

Virgin Media and Internet Matters have released a wonderful new resource for parents/carers.
Called 'Find the Right Words', the video and resources help with some of those difficult
conversations about how to keep children safe online.

Link - Find the Right Words.

For Parents - Steam Parental Controls

Steam is a huge digital distribution platform for PC gaming and hugely popular with children and
young people. Basically, Steam acts as a storefront, installer, launcher and social network for
30,000 games. Because of the vast range of games, some of which will not be suitable for children,
it's important that parents understand the controls that are available to them on the Steam platform.
Internet Matters have a 1-minute video on YouTube which will help with this.
Link - Parents video guide to Steam parental controls.

For Parents - A Practical Toolkit for Families

The Molly Rose Foundation has some wonderful resources for parents including guides and other
resources. One of these guides helps families understand who and what may be shaping a child's
online world and how these influences can affect mood, confidence and safety. To download this
guide and check some of the other resources see the links below.
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http://www.haughmondfed.net/
https://haughmondfed.net/parents/e-safety-and-useful-websites-for-parents/
https://us.list-manage.com/a8c6VtL3fB7?e=0dcd954da0&c2id=152678cfaebf719772f0cd1bd33da2ea
https://us.list-manage.com/R_J_Qfq6SBx?e=0dcd954da0&c2id=152678cfaebf719772f0cd1bd33da2ea
https://us.list-manage.com/T8rMplfcqy5?e=0dcd954da0&c2id=152678cfaebf719772f0cd1bd33da2ea

Link - MRF_Concerned_about_Online_Influences_6_Tips_AW.pdf

Link - Molly rose Foundation - A Practical Toolkit for Families

For Parents - WhatsApp for Under 13's

With the exception of YouTube, WhatsApp has always been one of the most popular messaging
apps, including for children under 13. This has always been a concern for a lot of different reasons,
but out of the blue it seems that Meta have now created a parent-managed service which | think is
good.

Similar to other parent-managed accounts, a parent will pair their device/account to the child's
device/account which then gives a lot of flexibility such as:

e No 'view once' messages.

e No location sharing.

e Messages and group invites from unknown contacts sent to the parent for approval.
e Parent notifications, such as new contact added.

Link:WhatsApp parent-managed accounts - explained.
Link: How to set up a parent-managed account.

For Parents - New Videos from Internet matters

Over the last few days Internet Matters have released two new videos onto their YouTube channel.
They are both very short, the first is 'what to do if a stranger contacts your child online', and the
second is what to do if your child is bullied online. Please see the links below to view them.

Link: Video - what to do if a stranger contacts your child online.
Link: Video - what to do if your child is bullied online.

Online safety advice for families for the summer holidays

With the summer holidays approaching, many children will be looking forward to spending more of
their free time online — and for lots of children, that means gaming.

Online games can be a brilliant way for children to have fun, connect with friends and build
confidence, but it's important they know how to play safely and understand the rules of the spaces
they’re in.

Internet Matters offer free guidance to help you support your child with online gaming, including
how to understand community rules, avoid warnings or bans, and start positive conversations
about the games, apps and videos they enjoy.

Ask them a question to get a conversation going

“What game are you playing at the moment?" Sometimes, the simplest questions
start the most important conversations.


https://mollyrosefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/MRF_Concerned_about_Online_Influences_6_Tips_AW.pdf
https://us.list-manage.com/cozy3aro5uO?e=0dcd954da0&c2id=152678cfaebf719772f0cd1bd33da2ea
https://us.list-manage.com/PCvzbmD36Uj?e=0dcd954da0&c2id=152678cfaebf719772f0cd1bd33da2ea
https://us.list-manage.com/jIXfDbHQVXN?e=0dcd954da0&c2id=152678cfaebf719772f0cd1bd33da2ea
https://us.list-manage.com/19fGxyBvf2i?e=0dcd954da0&c2id=152678cfaebf719772f0cd1bd33da2ea
https://us.list-manage.com/i0bClY6frxj?e=0dcd954da0&c2id=152678cfaebf719772f0cd1bd33da2ea

Internet Matters have partnered with Ukie to create a free Conversation Guide to help

parents and carers turn everyday chats about games, videos, and apps into opportunities
to talk about online safety with your child.

Ask About Games also offers guides to hundreds of online games, to help you find the
games that are the perfect match to the age and interests of your family. Click on the
links in red for more information.

Other Online Activities - Ask About Games

Please feel free to get in touch to let us know if these newsletters are useful.

Have a safe summer.

Kind regards
Mrs P. Bentley

Computing Coordinator


https://email.internetmatters.org/c/AQiz3hUQrZynAhjrtsVxIIiY5RUo2KCfCTS8puR-h8ZTvjfw7MlpWAixk0rOIJ_PswNGxysvUMfq
https://email.internetmatters.org/c/AQiz3hUQrZynAhjrtsVxIImY5RUo2KCfCcYz1NDQzhMsufzRQNrdYQzhfZgGr4NXhHHDdLYFLYvN
https://askaboutgames.com/get-started/other-online-activities/?utm_campaign=4836909_NL090726T+-+Send+Home+-+Gaming+over+the+summer&utm_medium=email&utm_source=email_internal&dm_i=7MSZ,2VO6L,3XRN8R,74NGW,1,0,0,0

