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We are now almost at the end of our Spring term and | wanted to share some Governor updates with you following
our last newsletter in December.

We're thrilled to have a Full Governing Body with volunteers who dedicate their time to helping improve the lives of
our pupils as they move through Sundorne Infant School & Nursery and Harlescott Junior School.

During this term we've held a Health and Safety meeting, where we discussed the schools' record-keeping and
processes, such as classroom and area-specific checks, and reporting of incidents. We also talked about the
ongoing works to repair the kitchen roof which is well underway and should be completed during Easter with
some final touches to be completed upon the return to school.

Two of our Governors have held Link visits, where they talked to the heads of the departments. Jen Lloyd who is
our Link Governor for English met with the KS1and KS2 Leads to discuss the curriculum and continued focus for
improvements across language, writing, and reading.

Debbie Dunning held a School Parliament Link visit which plays a vital role in empowering pupils, strengthening
representation, and aligning student voice with the school's values and development priorities. These structured
meetings are vital in problem-solving, supporting conflict resolution, and ensuring diverse viewpoints are heard.

And finally, our current Vice Chair, Gemma Kennelly, has decided to take a step back from the role due to work
commitments but she will continue to serve as Governor. She has been a fantastic Vice Chair and we'd like to
thank her for continuing to contribute to the school and our pupils. The new Vice Chair will be announced soon.

Helen Jones, Chair of Governors

What Do Governors Do? What is a Governor's
‘Link’ Role?

A school governor helps oversee the

strategic direction of the school, A link governor uses their personal interests
supporting and challenging leaders to or professional expertise to focus on a
ensure pupils receive the best possible specific area of school life, keeping the
education while representing the governing board informed and supporting
interests of parents, staff, and the wider school improvement in that area.

community




Governors’
Report
To Parents

Chair of Governors

Helen Jones

Co-opted

Link Role - Safeguarding
& Attendance

Vice Chair

Gemma Kennelly
Co-opted
Link Role - Mental Health

Lisa Jones - Headteacher
Ex-officio

Adele Thain - Headteacher
Ex-officio

Debbie Downes - Deputy HT
Associate Governor

Shelley Hurdley - Explorers
Co-opted
Link Role - Early Years

Debbie Dunning
Co-opted
Link Role - OPAL / Parliament

Clare Holland
Co-opted
Link Role - Science

Fritha Dean
Co-opted
Link Role - Maths

Staff Reps

Daniel Powis - Teacher
Laura Samuels - Teacher

Parent Governors

Jennifer Lloyd
Link Role - English

Abbie Page
Link Role - SEND

Severn Bridges MAT

Kathryn Parsons
Main School Lead

March 2026

Haughmond
Schools

Proud to be part of

Severn Bridges
Multi-Academy Trust

Building Connections, Nurturing Succesr

Meetings Update

During the first part of the Spring Term, we've hosted a Health & Safety
meeting, two Link Role visits, and a Full Governing Board (FGM) meeting.

During the last FGM meeting, our SENDCO lead, Claire Baines-Price,
discussed the current support of SEND pupils, the opportunities we have to
continue improving our provision and support, as well as the challenges
that we face both as a school and in education on the whole. It was hugely
informative and we're pleased to have such a dedicated team to drive
forward continuous improvements.

We also had a full overview of the school budget with lots of exciting
investments being made across the board, including essential classroom
upgrades such as interactive whiteboards, SENDCO, and outdoor play
equipment.

Also present at the meeting was Kathryn Parsons who is MAT Trustee
representative for our schools. She provided valuable insight on the new
Ofsted framework and provided Governors with an activity to help prepare.
This visit will take place at any time between now and April 2027.

Overall a very productive FGB meeting with the next meetings scheduled in
May and June.

Thank You to Our Kitchen Staff

The school roof is nearing completion and should hopefully be fully
functional towards the beginning of the new Term.

While there is a reduced menu to allow the kitchen equipment to be tested
and returned once the building works have completed, we wanted to share
another thank you to our kitchen staff.

They've faced the challenges head-on and continued to ensure children
receive hot meals despite the difficulties - and we're sure parents would
agree they have done a brilliant job at keeping everything running as
smoothly as possible.
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Meet The Governors
Jennifer Lloyd

Jen was accepted and welcomed onto the Board of Governors in March 2025. With over 13 years
of experience in public relations and strategic communications, Jen has worked with businesses
of all sizes across the country to help get them in front of the people that matter most.

She helps to generate positive coverage for clients across healthcare, property, manufacturing
and engineering, and has also led on campaigns aimed at the development of children (which is
handy for her role as Governor!)

Her son Oscar is in Year 1and her daughter Sienna will be coming up to the school soon. In her role as Parent
Governor, Jen focuses on communications, PR, and media, and her link role is English where she supports the
Writing and Reading focus for both schools.

Outside of school and work commitments, Jen enjoys spending time going on adventures with her husband and
two children. She also loves to get stuck into anything creative!

Abbie Page

Abbie is a Parent Governor with a strong personal connection to the school, having attended
herself and then followed by all of her children. Her interest in governance grew after taking
part in the school's behaviour workshops — a valuable experience that sparked a deeper
curiosity about how the school operates behind the scenes.

Following conversations with Board members, Abbie felt inspired to step into the role of
governor, seeing it as a chance to make a real difference and gain a better understanding of
the decisions that shape the school environment. She's particularly interested in areas such as
parent support, SEND, and mental health.

Professionally, Abbie has a background in administration and currently works as a parts administrator. Outside of
work and school life, she runs a creative business making cakes and crafts (and often brings them in!). With no other
current board roles or declarations of interest, Abbie is fully focused on learning, growing, and making a meaningful
contribution as a parent governor.
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Meet The Governors
Fritha Dean

Fritha became a school governor to support children, staff, and parents, and to make a
positive difference in education. After discussions with other governors, they felt Fritha's
professional skills and experience would benefit the board, while also providing a
rewarding personal challenge.

Fritha began her career as a teaching assistant at Severndale before progressing into

management roles within residential homes and supported living services for people
with SEND. She currently works for the local authority as a Senior Appointee & Deputyship Officer, managing the

financial and property affairs of individuals who lack capacity. She's held this role for over eight years and is
passionate about supporting vulnerable people to live as independently as possible while ensuring they are
safeguarded.

Fritha's Link Role is Maths, a subject she has always enjoyed, which led her to study accountancy and pursue a
career in finance. Fritha has two children, one currently attending Harlescott Juniors and another due to start
reception in 2026. In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with her husband and family, going to the cinema,
and crabbing at the seaside.

Shelly Hurdley

Shelly has been serving as a school governor for five years, dedicating her time and
expertise to support the school's mission and the wider community. Her commitment
stems from a deep desire to contribute positively to the school environment and to
ensure the wellbeing of all children and families.

Professionally, she has a background in early years childcare and education and is

Director at Explorers Childcare (TA Little Explorers, Explorers at Sundorne, Explorers at
Trefonen & Explorers at Hadnall). With various industry qualifications to her name, Shelly’s extensive experience

enables her to provide valuable insights to the board on the developmental needs of young children.

In her capacity as a governor, she focuses on early years education, with a particular passion for supporting
children with special educational needs (SEN). She was appointed to her role by the Head Teacher and has no
additional declarations of interest aside from her professional association with Explorers.

Beyond her work with the school, she holds a governance position with Virtual Schools and has previously served
as a governor at both primary and secondary schools. These roles have further honed her skills in educational
oversight and community engagement.

Shelly leads an active lifestyle, and enjoys walking and playing sports such as netball and Rounders. She values
spending quality time traveling with friends and embracing new experiences.
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