
We are now well into the autumn term, and with Christmas already looming it feels like the perfect moment to
share some news and updates from the Local Governing Board at Haughmond Schools. 

Since our last update, we’ve been delighted to welcome several new members to the board. Jennifer Lloyd and
Abbie Page have joined as Parent Governors, and Fritha Dean has joined as Co-opted Governor. Gemma
Kennelly has moved to a Co-opted Governor position and continues to serve as our Vice Chair, and Staff Reps
Laura Samuels and Daniel Powis have joined this term. Each member on our Board demonstrate a strong
commitment to making sure our schools and children continue to thrive and flourish in the years to come. 

With these appointments, we are thrilled to say that we now have a full governing board. Each Governor brings
valuable skills, experience, and perspectives that will support the schools and the development of our pupils.
We’ll be introducing them in more detail in future issues so you know who’s who. 

We are also grateful for the continued commitment of our staff governors, whose insight is essential in shaping
our work. We would also like to extend a warm welcome to Adele, who has been appointed as Head Teacher at
Harlescott Junior School, and to Kieran Pope, who took up the role of Deputy. We look forward to working
closely with both of them.

Finally, we want to express our sincere thanks to Josh Young, who has joined the Mount Pleasant Governing
Board, and to Roger Adams. Both have dedicated many years of service to our board, and we are extremely
grateful for their contributions. We wish them all the very best in their future roles and endeavours.

A link governor uses their personal interests
or professional expertise to focus on a
specific area of school life, keeping the
governing board informed and supporting
school improvement in that area.
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Report
To Parents

Helen Jones, Chair of Governors 

What Do
Governors Do? 
A school governor helps oversee the
strategic direction of the school,
supporting and challenging leaders to
ensure pupils receive the best
possible education while representing
the interests of parents, staff, and the
wider community

What is a Governor’s
‘Link’ Role?
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Lisa Jones - Headteacher
Ex-officio 

Adele Thain - Headteacher
Ex-officio 

Debbie Downes - Deputy HT
Associate Governor

Shelley Hurdley - Explorers
Co-opted
Link Role - Early Years

Debbie Dunning 
Co-opted
Link Role - OPAL

Clare Holland 
Co-opted
Link Role - Science

Fritha Dean
Co-opted
Link Role - Maths 

Jennifer Lloyd
Link Role - English 

Abbie Page 
Link Role - SEND

Kathryn  Parsons 
Main School Lead

Lots of Progress!

In November we attended the
Governors’ Day which was organised
by the Severn Bridges MAT and
brought together the governing
boards from all schools within our
MAT network. 

It was a hugely valuable day for all -
we learned even more about how our
MAT works, collaborated, and
networked to understand the specific
opportunities and challenges in each
of our schools. 

It was also useful to meet the schools
within our MAT because we can
continually learn, adapt, and share
ideas with each other. 

Chair of Governors
Helen Jones
Co-opted
Link Role - Safeguarding 
  & Attendance

Vice Chair
Gemma Kennelly
Co-opted
Link Role - Mental Health
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Parent Governors

Severn Bridges MAT

We’ve so far held two full governing board meetings this academic term. The first meeting
kick-started us all for the academic year ahead, discussing with the Senior Leadership Team
the key priorities and focuses for the schools, any challenges the schools face (e.g. the
national declining birth rate and the impact this could have in the near future in terms of
funding), and we assigned everyone on the board with specific Link Roles. 

The second meeting was also really productive and - for the first time in a while! - we
celebrated the fact that we now have a full Local Governing Board. We discussed the specific
objectives of the school, such as writing and maths, and agreed upcoming Link visits (some of
which had already been completed!). 

These visits give every governor a real understanding of how the school is continually
developing, and how it’s working towards key objectives and improvements in the link area. 
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Our First Governor’s Day 

Welcoming Kathryn

Being part of the Severn Bridges MAT means we can
bring expertise to help drive forward the strategic
directions of each of our schools. 

The Board of Trustees announced during our
Governors’ Day that they would each take on the role as
‘lead’ for each of the schools, which helps to strengthen
our relationship. 

We’re thrilled to confirm that Kathryn Parsons will be the
lead for Haughmond Schools!

Staff Reps
Daniel Powis - Teacher
Laura Samuels - Teacher



Helen’s Recognised for Going Above & Beyond 
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Helen Jones, our Chair of Governors, was presented with the Above and Beyond Award during the Governor’s Day in
November for her continued dedication, shared vision and commitment to supporting others, especially fellow schools
within the MAT. The award was presented by Andrew Morris, CEO of Severn Bridges MAT. Well done Helen! 
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Visit Our Tree in St. Chad’s Church
Thanks to our Haughmond Funraisers, we’re pleased to have a tree in St. Chad’s Church as part of its
Christmas Tree Festival, which will be running from 19  December until 2  January 2026. th nd

If you are in town, please do pop in and have a look! Teachers have started challenging children across
the schools to design their own baubles and tree decorations. Huge thanks again to the Funraisers
Team. 

Don’t forget to tag us on Instagram! @haughmondschools1

We wish you all a wonderful Christmas & New Year 

We also want to recognise what a fantastic job the entire
Kitchen team have done in making sure our children have
access to hot meals during the unexpected issues we faced
with the school roof. You have all gone above and beyond
despite very tricky circumstances! ❤️ 

Our Heroes


